
With Duncan and Barbara Wass, Stephen Matchett

and Scott McGregor (in Mudgee)

28 October - 2 November  

• WAUCHOPE • PORT MACQUARIE • ARMIDALE • WERRIS CREEK •

• COONABARABRAN • MUDGEE • GULGONG • 

INCLUDING: The Liverpool Plains and the New England, The Hunter, Bylong and 

Cudgegong Valleys and the Warrumbungle, Dorrigo and Great Dividing Ranges

NORTH BY NORTH WEST
A NORTHERN NSW ODYSSEY BY PRIVATE TRAIN

The 631/731 Class Rail Motor, on route across the slopes - Photo LVR, Rhys Harrison

2023



INTRODUCTION 

From coast to inland plains, volcanic ranges and classic 
country towns this adventure celebrates the variety that the 
northern regions of NSW have to offer the Railway Adventurer. 
From the window of your train and coach, an ever-changing 
vista of our coastal and country landscapes will be on show. 
For most of the tour, we will roll along on rarely visited country 
rail lines on board a comfortable classic 1960’s heritage 
double-ended Railmotor, a newly restored addition to the 
fleet at the volunteer-run Lachlan Valley Railway. We will visit 
a wonderful long list of special museums, homesteads, and 
observatories together with charming country cities, towns 
and villages.

The route we take begins with the boarding of our Railmotor 
for the journey up the coast to the popular holiday city of Port 
Macquarie. We introduce the legacy of the timber industry 
and the associated connection with narrow gauge railways 
at Wauchope before ascending the ranges via Bellingen to 
Dorrigo and along the Waterfall Way to Armidale. The New 
England is a land unto itself with Armidale its unofficial 
capital. Fine homesteads, churches, schools and wineries 
grace this wealthy city. We continue our cross-country rail 
journey down the tablelands via the grand junction station of 
Werris Creek to the sleepy former railway hub of Binnaway. 
The Warrumbungle Ranges are on hand for us to explore, 
just west of Coonabarabran, with their ancient towering 
volcanic plugs, unique native bush, and world-class 
observatories. Down the old Mudgee branch line is Dunedoo 
and then Gulgong where we settle for a couple of nights in 
the heart of this heritage-listed Goldrush town. Enjoy side 
trips to historic Mudgee, and award winning wineries and 
restaurants before capping it off with a sunset soiree at 
Ruwenzori Retreat, Scott McGregor’s private mountain top 
hideaway. The last day takes us on the normally inaccessible 
freight-only line down the Goulburn, Bylong and Hunter 
Valleys to Sydney. Thus, completing a wonderful adventure 
taking you North by North West across a great chunk of 
country and coastal NSW.

MEET YOUR TOUR LEADERS

Barbara Wass 

Barbara has lived and worked in the Blue Mountains for 

numerous years and has a solid background in travel, 

tourism and hospitality. Her employment began in wholesale 

and retail travel and after raising a family, moved back into 

the work force as Reservations and Events co-ordinator at 

a 5 star Hotel in Katoomba. She lived and worked in Japan 

for two years with her new husband Duncan where they 

taught conversational English lessons. Barbara enjoys 

having the opportunity of meeting new people and has a 

real understanding of traveller’s expectations and needs.

Duncan Wass 

Duncan grew up in Sth Australia. He switched from Road 

Design to theatre via Queensland Uni. in 1977, and met Scott 

in 1982 when they did the Tempest for Queensland Theatre 

Co. He has travelled extensively in Japan, as well as taking 

trips to the US, UK, France and Italy, Cambodia and the 

Phillipines. Back home, he ran a Teahouse and Gallery for 

ten years before establishing a holiday accommodation 

management business the Blue Mountains. Duncan loves 

the freedoms and camaraderie of train travel.

Stephen  Matchett 

Stephen has a lifelong interest in travel and discovery having 

grown up on the western wheatfields of NSW. Stephen 
enjoys trains and travel, bushwalking, geography and land-

use, maps, pastoral care, poetry, and the great outdoors. 

He has explored every State and Territory in Australia and 

especially enjoys spending time in regional and remote 

places. Internationally, he’s travelled throughout NZ, 

Cook Islands, North America, UK, and Thailand. Stephen 

is interested in connecting with people and tailoring his 

expertise to enhance the enjoyment of all travellers. 

HIGHLIGHTS

• Travel through NSW on your privately chartered 1960’s 
Railmotor from Lachlan Valley Railway

• Enjoy a scenic evening cruise in Port Macquarie
• Visit Wauchope’s Timbertown and ride the vintage 

steam train
• Explore the delightful towns of Bellingen, Binnaway, 

Dorrigo, and Gulgong
• Soak up Dorrigo National Park at the Rainforest Centre
• Enjoy lunch at Werris Creek and visit the national 

railway monument and museum
• View the grand old Homestead of ‘Booloominbah’ in 

Armidale 
• Take a guided  tour of the Siding Springs Observatory and 

view the Warrumbungle Mountains at Coonabarabran 
• Explore the towns of Mudgee and Gulgong and enjoy 

local winery tours and tastings
• Enjoy a lavish dinner at one of Mudgee’s favourite locations 
• Savour an exclusive sunset cocktail reception at the 

outlandish Ruwenzori Retreat
• Relax with the services of your tour leaders, wine 

presenters and train managers throughout
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The 631/731 Class Rail Motors of the New South Wales Government Railways are a class of 

Diesel Multiple Unit first constructed in 1949. These useful compact additions to the post 
-war rolling stock reconstruction efforts made good use of lessons learnt with aircraft 
construction in the railway workshops during the War, featuring state-of-the-art aluminium 
bodies on a steel underframe to produce a lightweight high-performance vehicle. The 
value of this form of construction was amply demonstrated by the fact that 92 vehicles 
were built to this basic design from 1949 through to 1968. They were designed to operate 
on branch lines with low traffic volumes but from the 1970’s as services were reduced and 
branch lines were closed, they were transferred to Newcastle and Wollongong to operate 
suburban services until withdrawn in 1994. A number of these valuable workhorses have 
been restored in Museums and heritage groups. The Lachlan Valley Railway with their 
depots at Orange and Cowra are one of a number of volunteer run heritage groups that have 
an ongoing maintenance and restoration program to keep them going well into the future.

TOUR MAP

YOUR TRAIN

Train Coachn Nights at the Hotel

WHY TRAVEL WITH US

The joy of travel is not confined to the destination. How you travel is a large and rich part of the experience. 
Railway Adventures offers a truly unique perspective on some of the world’s most spectacular destinations, with 
the confidence that the journey will be just as magical and memorable as what is discovered at the end of the line.

Unique

itineraries
Authentic local

experiences
Expert local

guides and 
operators

Fully

escorted
Small

group sizes
Customer

satisfaction



Day 1 • Saturday 28 October: SYDNEY - WAUCHOPE - PORT MACQUARIE

To begin our journey, we’ll meet at Sydney’s Central Station to board our privately chartered train from Lachlan Valley Railway for the journey north to 
Wauchope, pausing on the way for lunch. We’ll arrive in Wauchope in the late afternoon before boarding our coach for the short trip to Port Macquarie 

to check into our centrally located hotel. Take some time to freshen up before re-grouping for a special sunset cruise on the river before returning to 

the hotel for dinner. 

Overnight: Mercure Centro, Port Macquarie (L, D)

Day 2 • Sunday 29 October: PORT MACQUARIE - BELLINGEN - DORRIGO - ARMIDALE

After breakfast this morning we’ll board our coach for the short trip back to Wauchope. Here we’ll explore the local heritage park, Timbertown, which 

is inspired by the regions logging industry, such an integral part of its early economy. Take a short ride on their steam train reminiscent of the trains 

used in the forestry industry of bygone days. The train traverses approximately 2.5kms around the park and showcases the scenic surrounds from its 

open carriages while you sit back and enjoy.

Following this we’ll continue our journey to the nearby town of Bellingen. Originally a timber-mill town and surrounded by lush green paddocks, bush, 

and waterfalls, Bellingen has developed into a relaxed and trendy destination with a number of local shops and restaurants. Take some time to wander, 

grab a coffee, or do some shopping in this cute town before boarding our coach once again for the short trip up the range to Dorrigo. 

We pause at the Rainforest Centre in the Dorrigo National Park where you can soak up the lush forest ambiance, learn about the area at the visitor 

centre, visit the café and take a walk on the scenic elevated canopy boardwalk. We’ll then enjoy a pub lunch in Dorrigo before embarking on a guided 

tour of the town. Later on we’ll continue on our way west following the ‘Waterfall Way’ to Armidale. Along the way we’ll stop to view the lookout at Ebor 
Falls before continuing further up the tablelands to Armidale arriving in time to check in and freshen up before dinner at the hotel.

Overnight: Rydges, Armidale (B, L, D)

Day 3 • Monday 30 October: ARMIDALE - WERRIS CREEK - BINNAWAY - COONABARABRAN

Enjoy breakfast in our hotel this morning before an early visit to the Victorian homestead of Booloominbah, a grand “Gentlemen’s country estate” 
designed by Horbury Hunt from 1884-1888. Now the headquarters of the University of New England, it is a veritable time capsule of how the influential 
and wealthy ‘White’ family lived and worked in colonial times. Following this, we’ll board our railmotor once again for the scenic journey across the 
tablelands and down the ranges past Tamworth to the grand junction station of Werris Creek. Here, on the platform of the unusually shaped brick and 

stone station, we’ll enjoy a BBQ lunch and have time to explore the excellent railway museum and the adjacent National Railway Monument. 

Our train journey continues in the afternoon with our trusty railmotor branching off onto the normally freight only cross-country line heading west to 

the sleepy village of Binnaway. Here we pause to explore this once bustling railway junction before taking the short drive to Coonabarabran to check 

into our motel and relax, later enjoying dinner at a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Country Gardens Motel, Coonabarabran (B, L, D)

631/731 Class Rail Motors



Day 4 • Tuesday 31 October: COONABARABRAN - BINNAWAY – GULGONG - MUDGEE

Coonabarabran is widely recognised as the stargazing capital of Australia, with its pristine air, high altitude, and low humidity. This morning we’ll take 

a guided tour of the nearby Siding Spring Observatory where we’ll view the largest optical telescope in Australia, the Anglo-Australian Telescope, learn 

about the history of the site and the Siding Spring Mountain, as well as the incredible Warrumbungle National Park. Enjoy lunch here before heading 

to Binnaway once again for a quick stop. 

Later on, we’ll re-board our train and travel south to Gulgong. On arrival, we transfer by coach to Mudgee, our home for the next two nights. Check 
into our hotel in town and enjoy some time to relax, freshen up or explore the town before heading out to one of Mudgee’s premier winery restaurants.

Overnight: Parklands Resort, Mudgee (B, L, D)

Day 5 • Wednesday 1 November: MUDGEE 

After a hearty breakfast, we gather to begin a series of adventures. First up we head to Mudgee, exploring the history and heritage of the town. You will 

have some free time to wander. Following this head out to Gulgong and visit the rich collection of museums and gold rush heritage buildings including 

the new Gulgong Holtermann Photographic Museum and the vast Gulgong Pioneer’s Museum. 

In the late afternoon, we’ll take a short excursion north to Cooks Gap on the Great Dividing Range for a sunset soiree reception at Scott McGregor’s 

private and unique railway-themed retreat, Ruwenzori. Perched high on the mountains overlooking the valleys below, Ruwenzori is a collection of 

vintage railway carriages, restored in the Orient-express style, set amongst themed gardens and memorabilia. Featured in many travel articles and TV 
shows, it is a place that he loves to share with special friends. Here, on top of the mountain, you’ll enjoy a Mudgee sunset with canapes and local beer 

and wine before heading back to your hotel.

Overnight: Parklands Resort, Mudgee (B, D)

Day 6 • Thursday 2 November: MUDGEE - GULGONG - SYDNEY

Today it’s up early to make the most of one of the most unique rail experiences in the state, a rare opportunity to ride the Sandy Hollow railway down 

the Bylong and Hunter Valleys on the normally freight only line. Departing Gulgong we head east through fields, bush and the wooded hills of the Great 
Divide before we strike the first of the vast coal mines that are the reason for the lines reconstruction. We pass the towns of Sandy Hollow and Denman 
before pulling in for an early pub lunch at Muswellbrook, next door to the railway station. We’ll continue onto Paterson where we take a break to view 

the collection and associated museum that is home to the train we are riding. The last stage of the journey is the run down the main North Line across 
the mighty Hawkesbury River and into Sydney in the early evening, stopping at Hornsby for anyone who may wish to alight before pulling into Central 

Station and the end of our adventure. (B, L)
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WHAT’S INCLUDED

• 5 nights in comfortable, centrally located 

accommodation

• Breakfast daily, five lunches and five dinners
• Drinks included with welcome and farewell dinners

• Chartered coach transport throughout the tour

• Comprehensive sightseeing with expert local guides 

• All excursions and entrance fees to attractions, as 

listed in the itinerary

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE

• Meals and services not mentioned in itinerary

• All other personal expenses such as drinks, phone 

calls, laundry services, camera fees where applicable 

• Excursions listed as optional and extra in the brochure 

FITNESS RATING

                   Two ‘Locos’
The most common grading for our tours. Two loco 

itineraries offer many activities that require a little extra 

fitness – walking on uneven ground, climbing hills to 
enter towns or historic sites, walks of 1-3 kilometres as 

well as getting on and off transport. You need to have 

good mobility and aerobic fitness and be able to manage 
your own luggage.

The grand old Homestead of ‘Booloominbah’ in Armidale



Mercure Centro, Port Macquarie

Parklands, Mudgee

SOME PLACES YOU’LL STAY

Hand-picked hotels and resorts based on location, 
customer feedback, value and atmosphere.

Please Note: Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted.

Rydges, Armidale

PRICE

Per person twin share ................................. $4,585
Single supplement ......................................... $530
Deposit (per person) ...........$500 at time of booking
Final payment due by .....................25 August 2023     

Tour Code: 2310NNW

SUGGESTED FLIGHTS 

We have suggested flights for this itinerary depending on your 
departure point from Australia, any preferred stopovers en-
route and/or your planned pre- and post-tour activities. We can 
also investigate your preferred airline and offer you a solution 
based on connection times and prices. Contact 1300 800 977 to 
discuss your options. 
 
HOW TO BOOK

Download a booking form from our website and follow the easy steps 
to getting on board. Alternatively, contact us on 1300 800 977 or 
info@railwayadventures.com if you’d prefer a form be sent to 
you. Complete the form and submit it, along with your $500 pp 
deposit to secure your place on the tour. 
 
DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at the 
time of printing.  However, sometimes factors beyond our control 
may affect the final inclusions and prices. These factors may 
include, but not be limited to; significant fluctuations in currency 
exchange rates, individual hotel/restaurant decisions that may 
affect bookings; weather events forcing a change of itinerary; 
unexpected trackwork on rail lines, unexpected closure of site 
attractions and so forth. Therefore, items mentioned in the 
brochure such as quoted prices, hotels and inclusions are subject 
to change. If a change is imposed on us, we will endeavour to 
ensure the substitute is of the same quality that you’ve paid for. 

TOUR PACE / LEVEL OF FITNESS:
Our itineraries are designed to make the most of each destination, 
so a reasonable amount of activity is built into most days, which 
is why we call them adventures. Our philosophy is to offer you 
the best experience possible, while leaving you, our guest, the 
flexibility to pace yourself and choose how much or how little you 
want to do. Each Railway Adventures tour incorporates periods 
of free time for your own exploration and relaxation.

While you don’t need to be a ‘gym junky’, a reasonable level 
of fitness is required for most of our tours. The ability to 
manage your own luggage, get on and off all manner of trains 
and coaches, walk for extended periods, stand comfortably, 
and climb steps and stairs will ensure you get the maximum 
enjoyment from your adventure.  

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
In addition to assisting with flight suggestions and bookings, we 
can also give you some ideas of what you could do before and 
after your Railway Adventure.  

We can also organise your all-important Travel Insurance for you. 
Call our office on 1300 800 977 if you would like to discuss options.
  
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

For more information on factors such as travel insurance 
requirements, fitness levels, fees and charges, tour cancellations, 
payment schedules and so on, please refer to our Terms and 
Conditions, which accompany the booking form. They can also 
be found on our website.



Mudgee Town Centre

1300 800 977
railwayadventures.com

Travel Accredited Lic #A14416 Your travel agent

THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
Railway Adventures was launched in 2012 by well-known Australian TV personality and self-declared rail aficionado Scott 
McGregor. A lifelong passion for travel has taken Scott to scores of countries and his preference for rail has seen him 
exploring many of the world’s great train journeys, confirming his belief that the most relaxing and engaging way to see a 
country is by rail.  

Since 2012 more than 60 tours from Sweden to Sri Lanka, Tasmania to Transylvania, Britain to Burma, and Venice to Vietnam 
have thrilled and delighted over 800 travellers. Scott’s numerous rail-themed TV documentaries, his ongoing involvement in 
rail heritage, and his extensive connections with private train owners around the world guarantee that a Railway Adventures 
tour is exclusive, entertaining, and authentic. New tours are launched regularly, inspired by new trains, new routes, and the 
growing interest in taking a train to some of the world’s most fascinating places. 1 March 2023.


