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INTRODUCTION 

The Railway Adventures slogan is “rail and culture” and 
that is exactly what this tour sets out to achieve, with a 
combination of modern and historic trains and fascinating 
towns and scenery, making this a most popular tour. 
Whether you are in search of culture and antiquity, with fine 
architecture and interesting places to visit ; or you enjoy 
travelling on scenic railways that climb mountains; or you 
want to potter around at your leisure – there is something 
for everyone on this tour which covers the length of France, 
hops across into Italy and dives under Monaco!

The tour includes many scenic highlights: the mountains 
of the Alps and Pyrenees, the Mediterranean coast of 
France, the hills of Provence and the Cevennes; as well 
as many places of historical interest including the Roman 
amphitheatre in the beautiful city of Nimes. 

The railway highlights include a number of routes listed 
as some of the finest in Europe (by the European Rail 
Timetable) such as the Mediterranean coast east of 
Marseille to the Italian border and the lines heading 
inland from Nice to Digne-les-Bains and Tende. The tour 
also includes four steam rides on some lovely heritage 
railways, but the highlight is the famous Little Yellow 
Train that takes us high up into the Pyrenees.

HIGHLIGHTS

• Visit the renowned Roman amphitheatre in Nîmes & 
the former Papal Palace in Avignon, on guided tours

• Explore Toulouse, known as the ‘pink city’ due to its 
terracotta buildings

• Travel on multiple heritage railways including the ‘Train 
à Vapeur des Cévennes’ and the Rhune rack railway. 

• Get thrilled by the spectacular scenery following the Roya 
Valley and crossing the Alps into Italy which includes 
three spirals and a summit higher than Ben Nevis.

• Enjoy many alternative activities for non-rail fans 
along the way, including sightseeing, shopping and 
visits to gardens 

• Stay in quality hotels, relish extraordinary culinary 
delights and travel all the way with your expert 
tour leader

• Relax with own chartered comfortable coach from 
Nice to Toulouse taking our luggage from hotel to 
hotel throughout the tour so we can fully enjoy our 
rail journeys

MEET YOUR TOUR LEADER

Andrea Calligaris   

Born and raised in Italy at the border with Slovenia, 
cultural exchanges and travels are an essential part of my 
character. After working for years in the transport sector, 
in 2006 I started my career as a tour manager, which 
has allowed me to see the world through the eyes of the 
curious traveller. A degree in geography completed my 
economic studies. I have lived in Spain, Great Britain and 
Germany and consider Europe my home. I love travelling by 
train for the sense of freedom and that gentle melancholy 
that makes trains fascinating even in the 21st century.
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WHY TRAVEL WITH US

The joy of travel is not confined to the destination. How you travel is a large and rich part of the experience. 
Railway Adventures offers a truly unique perspective on some of the world’s most spectacular destinations, with 
the confidence that the journey will be just as magical and memorable as what is discovered at the end of the line.

SOME WAYS YOU’LL TRAVEL

The best train trips possible, private luxury coach for off-train travel, guided walking where suitable, and other appropriate and appealing 

options to make exploration easy.

Unique

itineraries
Authentic local

experiences
Expert local

guides and 
operators
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Day 1 • Friday 30 June: ARRIVE NICE
Arrive in Nice and transfer to our centrally located hotel by tram, where we check-in for three nights. Enjoy the rest of the day to settle in or begin 
exploring this enticing city. 

Overnight: Mercure Nice Centre Notre Dame

Day 2 • Saturday 01 July: NICE - TENDE - NICE 
Today we will ride a slow train on the line SNCF calls the “Train des Merveilles”, Nice – Tende   following the Roya Valley and crossing the Alps into Italy. 
There are many viaducts and even more tunnels with wild mountain-and-valley scenery. This is an exceptional route and of interest to any railway 
enthusiast; it includes three spirals and a summit higher than Ben Nevis. We alighting in the fascinating mountain town of Tende for some sightseeing 
and lunch. We travel back down the line as far as Breil-sur-Roya to visit the excellent railway museum. Return to Nice by train. Tonight, we have our 
Welcome Dinner in a restaurant near the hotel. 

Overnight: Mercure Nice Centre Notre Dame (B, D)

Day 3 • Sunday 02 July: NICE - DIGNE - NICE  
Today we ride the long non-electrified metre gauge CF Provence line from Nice to Digne, a distance of 151 km in a new 2-car DMU with large windows 
on a very scenic line, on the “Train des Pignes”.  Alighting at Puget-Theniers to join the steam train hauled by an ex CP (Portugal) 2-4-6-0T mallet, along 
the same line to Annot. Annot is a fascinating little town in the mountains, and if you venture behind the main square, it seems you have stepped back 
in time to the 1500’s with old, but well-kept buildings and narrow streets. We return to Nice by coach in time for dinner.  
Overnight: Mercure Nice Centre Notre Dame (B)

Day 4 • Monday 03 July: NICE - NÎMES
This morning we travel by train from Nice to Nimes. In the afternoon, we will be joined by a local guide for a guided walk through the historic centre of 
Nimes. Included in the guided walk are some Roman buildings still standing such as the Amphitheatre “the best preserved in the whole of the Roman 
Empire” and the Maison Carrée, a remarkably well-preserved square temple. We will visit the amphitheatre, (Subject to Bastille Day preparations) 
which is still in use and regularly hosts concerts.

Overnight: Novotel Nîmes Centre Atria (B)

Day 5 • Tuesday 04 July: NÎMES - LA BASTIDE ST. LAURENT - ST JEAN DU GARD - NÎMES
We’ll start our day today with an incredibly scenic train trip through the Cévennes mountains from Nimes to La Bastide-St. Laurent, before 
returning to Alès, where our coach will be waiting to transfer us to Saint Jean-du-Gard. This is our departure point for the “Train a Vapeur des 
Cévennes”, whose ex SNCF 2-8-0 steam locomotive was only recommissioned in 2011. This is a lovely 13 km return train journey along the Gardons 
valley. Soak up the picturesque views of the river valley and the Cévennes scenery. After our journey, we’ll return to Nîmes by coach.
Overnight: Novotel Nîmes Centre Atria (B)

Day 6 • Wednesday 05 July: NÎMES - AVIGNON - NÎMES
Today we will travel to Avignon – a walled city next to the River Rhone and Pont du Gard, an impressive Roman aqueduct built in the 1st century 
AD. The Pont du Gard is the highest of all Roman aqueducts and is the best preserved along with the aqueduct of Segovia. Because of its historic 
importance it has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1985. Today it is one of France’s five top tourist attractions with around 1.4 million 
visitors each year. We head to Avignon in time for lunch. Attractions here include the Papal Palace (the biggest Gothic palace ever built, anywhere). 

Capitole of Toulouse



Today the Palace is a place of culture and primarily a tourist attraction. With around 650,000 visitors each year it is regularly among the top ten 
attractions in France. With its size, architecture and historical significance the Palace regularly serves as an exhibition centre. During your free 
time, we suggest you visit the famous medieval bridge, the Pont d’Avignon on which one dances as the 15th century song “Sur le Pont d’Avignon” 
says. After our journey, we’ll return to Nîmes.
Overnight: Novotel Nîmes Centre Atria (B)

Day 7 • Thursday 06 July:  NÎMES – ACAT – RIVESALTES – PERPIGNAN  
The highlight of today is a trip on the very scenic “Le Train Rouge”. We begin with the train journey from Nimes to Carcassonne and if it is running with 
a suitable timetable, the branch south to Quillan.  There our coach will meet us and take us to Axat, the upper terminus of Le Train Rouge. Arter time 
for lunch we head to Axat station and weather permitting we will get to ride the first part of the journey through mountains and gorges in open wagons. 
Half way down we will change to a historic railcar to complete the journey to Rivesaltes. Our coach will be waiting to take us to our hotel in Perpignan.
Overnight: Suites Novotel Perpignan (B, L)

Day 8 • Friday 07 July: PERPIGNAN – VILLEFRANCHE - VERNET - LATOUR DE CAROL - TOULOUSE 
We will travel from Perpignan to Villefranche-Vernet where we pick up our Little Yellow Train, one of the great railway journeys of the world – a 
historic metre-gauge electric railway in the French Pyrenees, opened in 1909, and still going strong. The line rises through dramatic scenery from 
an altitude of 427 metres at its lower terminus at Villefranche de Conflent, to a summit at Bolquère Eyne, France’s highest railway station, lying at 
an altitude of 1592 metres (5226 ft) above sea level. It then drops down to a high Pyrenean valley, to its terminus at Latour de Carol. On arriving at 
Latour de Carol, we immediately join our standard gauge train direct to Toulouse, arriving late afternoon.

Overnight: Mercure Toulouse Wilson, Toulouse (B)

Day 9 • Saturday 08 July: TOULOUSE - RAILWAY ‘’CHEMIN DE FER TOURISTIQUE DU TAR’’ - TOULOUSE  
In the morning we travel on the 500-mm narrow gauge Chemin de Fer Touristique du Tarn where we have a steam-hauled charter over the whole 
line, including a visit to their workshops and the museum. The line is very pretty and steeply graded against outward-bound trains. At the far end 
of the line there are some beautiful gardens and non-rail fans may wish to pay a quick visit to them.  We return to Toulouse for a free afternoon to 
explore this city, known as the “pink city” due to the unique architecture made of pinkish terracotta bricks. Note to transport enthusiasts: as well 
as the new tram line, there is also a driverless metro system in Toulouse.

Overnight: Mercure Toulouse Wilson, Toulouse (B)

Day 10 • Sunday 09 July: TOULOUSE - CARCASSONE - TOULOUSE  
Our coach will take us to the medieval walled city of Carcassonne where you will have free time to explore the narrow streets and the castle. The 
walled city is one of France’s “must see” attractions, yet in the 19th century, the government decided to demolish it. Fortunately, it won a reprieve, 
and is still here today. This afternoon we will have a cruise on the UNESCO World Heritage Canal du Midi, from where we will have views of the 
walled city. At the end of the afternoon, we return to Toulouse by coach and meet up for our Farewell Dinner in a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Mercure Toulouse Wilson, Toulouse (B, D)

Day 11 • Monday 10 July: TOULOUSE - DEPART
Our tour comes to an end today, with our coach standing by to take us to the train station or airport for our flights home. (B)



French Riviera

WHAT’S INCLUDED

• 10 nights’ accommodation in comfortable, centrally 
located hotels 

• Many meals as specified in the itinerary
• Luxury chartered coach, with luggage transport
• Comprehensive sightseeing with expert local guides 
• All excursions and entrance fees to attractions, as 

listed in the itinerary 

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE

• International flights
• Airport transfers on arrival and departure
• Meals and services not mentioned in itinerary
• All other personal expenses such as drinks, phone 

calls, laundry services, camera fees where applicable 
• Excursions listed as optional and extra in the brochure 

FITNESS RATING

         One  ‘Loco’

You will need to be able to walk for a couple of hours at a 
gentle pace, remain standing in museums and galleries, 
get on and off coaches, trains and boats unassisted. 
These tours often include luggage handling services, 
short-distance transfers, privately chartered trains and 
longer stays in hotels so you can more easily choose to 
take time out.

Amphitheatre of Nîmes



SUGGESTED FLIGHTS 
We have suggested flights for this itinerary depending on your 
departure point from Australia, any preferred stopovers en-

route and/or your planned pre- and post-tour activities. We can 

also investigate your preferred airline and offer you a solution 

based on connection times and prices. Contact 1300 800 977 to 
discuss your options. 

 

HOW TO BOOK
Download a booking form from our website and follow the easy steps 

to getting on board. Alternatively, contact us on 1300 800 977 or 
info@railwayadventures.com if you’d prefer a form be sent to 
you. Complete the form and submit it, along with your $1000 pp 

deposit to secure your place on the tour. 

 

DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at the 

time of printing.  However, sometimes factors beyond our control 
may affect the final inclusions and prices. These factors may 
include, but not be limited to; significant fluctuations in currency 
exchange rates, individual hotel/restaurant decisions that may 

affect bookings; weather events forcing a change of itinerary; 

unexpected trackwork on rail lines, unexpected closure of site 

attractions and so forth. Therefore, items mentioned in the 

brochure such as quoted prices, hotels and inclusions are subject 

to change. If a change is imposed on us, we will endeavour to 

ensure the substitute is of the same quality that you’ve paid for. 

TOUR PACE / LEVEL OF FITNESS:
Our itineraries are designed to make the most of each destination, 
so a reasonable amount of activity is built into most days, which 

is why we call them adventures. Our philosophy is to offer you 
the best experience possible, while leaving you, our guest, the 

flexibility to pace yourself and choose how much or how little you 
want to do. Each Railway Adventures tour incorporates periods 
of free time for your own exploration and relaxation.

While you don’t need to be a ‘gym junky’, a reasonable level 
of fitness is required for most of our tours. The ability to 
manage your own luggage, get on and off all manner of trains 

and coaches, walk for extended periods, stand comfortably, 

and climb steps and stairs will ensure you get the maximum 

enjoyment from your adventure.  

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
In addition to assisting with flight suggestions and bookings, we 
can also give you some ideas of what you could do before and 

after your Railway Adventure.  

We can also organise your all-important Travel Insurance for you. 

Call our office on 1300 800 977 if you would like to discuss options.
  

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
For more information on factors such as travel insurance 

requirements, fitness levels, fees and charges, tour cancellations, 
payment schedules and so on, please refer to our Terms and 

Conditions, which accompany the booking form. They can also 

be found on our website.

Mercure Nice Centre Notre Dame

Hotel Mercure Toulouse Wilson

Novotel Nimes Centre Atria 

SOME PLACES YOU’LL STAY

Hand-picked hotels and resorts based on location, 
customer feedback, value and atmosphere.

Please Note: Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted.

PRICE

Per person twin share ................................. $3,885
Single supplement ....................................... $1,090
Deposit (per person) ......... $1000 at time of booking
Final payment due by ........................ 30 April 2023  

Suites Novotel Perpignan



Avignon

1300 800 977
railwayadventures.com

Travel Accredited Lic #A14416 Your travel agent

THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
Railway Adventures was launched in 2012 by well-known Australian TV personality and self-confessed rail fan, Scott McGregor. 
A lifelong passion for travel has taken Scott to scores of countries and his preference for rail has seen him exploring many of 
the world’s great train journeys, confirming his belief that the most relaxing, romantic and engaging way to see a country is by 
rail.  He even has his own life-sized, fully-restored opulent train accommodation atop the Great Dividing Range near Mudgee, 
offering guests a rare and special bush retreat experience. You can obtain more information about this unique guest house at 
WWW.STAYINATRAIN.COM

Since 2012 Railway Adventures has thrilled and delighted more than 1500 travellers on over 120 tours from Sweden to 
Sri Lanka, Tasmania to Transylvania, Britain to Burma, Venice to Vietnam and all manner of shorter adventures in our own 
wonderful country.  Scott’s numerous rail-themed TV documentaries, his ongoing involvement in rail heritage and his 
extensive connections with private train owners around the world, guarantee that every Railway Adventures tour is exclusive, 
entertaining and authentic. 12 December 2022.

MEET OUR TRAVEL PARTNERS
“PTG tours: unique holidays since 1998” - PTG Tours have an unrivalled reputation as one of the world’s leading companies 
offering rail-based holidays full of Culture and Heritage. Their customers travel with them time and time again, knowing that 
they will have a “holiday of a lifetime” every time. For a number of years now Railway Adventures has partnered with PTG tours 
on very successful tours to Cuba, Alaska and in 2019 to Southern France. 2020 will see Railway Adventures and PTG expanding 
their collaboration with several new destinations including the Western USA and Sardinia and Corsica as well as a repeat of 
this revealing and easy adventure to Southern France.


