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INTRODUCTION 

If you’ve ever wanted to visit a place that few people even 
know exists (and fewer still can point out on a map), then 
come with us to Slovenia. Nestled in between the larger 
countries of Italy, Austria, Hungary, and Croatia, and with 
a coastline that takes in the desirable Adriatic Sea, this 
smart central European country is setting the tone for 
fashionable travel. Home to charming towns and cities 
and glorious medleys of natural and manmade beauty, 
Slovenia’s views need to be seen to be believed.

With less than two million inhabitants, and a few 
tourists attracted by tales of its idyllic beauty, Slovenia 
is very tranquil and sophisticated. Its beauty has drawn 
comparisons with Switzerland, a country twice its 
size but with some similarities. Slovenia is blessed 
with fantastic, jagged mountains, turquoise rivers and 
silver lakes, vast subterranean caves ,and just enough 
medieval castles to conjure up a fairy tale or two!

To top all of this, it has some of the most stunningly 
scenic rail journeys in the whole of Europe with many 
comfortable locomotive-hauled trains, quaint stations, 
and welcoming staff.

HIGHLIGHTS

• Long stays at Ljubljana and stunning Lake Bled

• Spectacular scenery in an unspoilt country

• Explore the picturesque city of Ljubljana

• Visit the Ljubljana Castle on the funicular Railway

• Enjoy the views of Lake Bohinj from the Vogel cable car

• Enjoy beautiful Lake Bled and the picturesque fairy-

tale island

• Experience Postojna caves and underground railway

• Enjoy superbly scenic rail journeys

• Scenic trip by steam train on the historic Bohinj railway

• Enjoy wine tastings in the cave cellars of Najger’s 

Repnice

Lake BledMEET YOUR TOUR LEADER

Bernadette Eichner  

Bernadette is a trained actor, psychologist, 

businesswoman, and writer. Passionate about the 

arts, culture, and how others live, Bernadette’s travel 

experiences are many and varied. She’s explored every 

state and territory in Australia and has the greatest 

fondness for those ‘out of the way’, quirky experiences 

that can only be found outside the cities. 

Internationally, she’s travelled to many countries across 

Asia, Europe, North America, and Africa. Bernadette 

has navigated groups of kids through Eisteddfod 

competitions, teens through personal development 

programs, and adults across countries. She’s been a 

big part of our team and has co-hosted many tours with 

Scott McGregor as well as running a few in her own right.
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TOUR MAP

SOME WAYS YOU’LL TRAVEL

The best train trips possible, private luxury coach for off-train travel, guided walking where suitable, and other appropriate and appealing 

options to make exploration easy.

Train Coachn Nights at the Hotel

WHY TRAVEL WITH US

The joy of travel is not confined to the destination. How you travel is a large and rich part of the experience. 
Railway Adventures offers a truly unique perspective on some of the world’s most spectacular destinations, with 
the confidence that the journey will be just as magical and memorable as what is discovered at the end of the line.

Unique

itineraries
Authentic local

experiences
Expert local

guides and 
operators

Fully

escorted
Small

group sizes
Customer

satisfaction



Day 1 • Sunday 10 September: ARRIVE LJUBLJANA

Arrive in Ljubljana one of Europe’s most charming Baroque cities, blessed with a meandering river, grand squares, and buildings, and capped off with 

a commanding castle. After checking in you meet with Bernie and your tour hosts and fellow travellers for a celebratory welcome dinner.   

Overnight: Best Western Premier Hotel Slon, Ljubljana (D)

Day 2 • Monday 11 September: LJUBLJANA 

Today we will explore Ljubljana, a fascinating little city and the capital of Slovenia. With our local guide, we will visit the castle, via the funicular, that 

overlooks Ljubljana and the River Ljubljanica which flows through this picturesque city of beautiful bridges and Baroque townhouses. Our tour will 
end at the quayside where we join our boat for a river cruise on the Ljubljanica. We will enjoy lunch on board. The rest of the day is free for your own 

relaxation or perhaps a visit to the railway museum, or art gallery or just relax in the many city squares, cafes, and shops.

Overnight: Best Western Premier Hotel Slon, Ljubljana (B, L)

Day 3 • Tuesday 12 September: LJUBLJANA - POSTOJNA - LJUBLJANA

A short walk to the main railway station where we catch our train through the mountains to Postojna. On arrival, we have a short road transfer to 
Predjama Castle, just 10 kilometres from the Postojna Cave. For more than 700 years it has perched proudly on its 123-metre-high cliff: powerful, 

defiant, and impregnable. After our visit, we will break for lunch before we visit the extraordinary Postojna Caves. The caves are a network of 20 
kilometres of passages, galleries, and chambers. It is Slovenia’s largest cave in the “classic karst” and the most visited show cave in Slovenia. In 1872 

railway lines were laid in the cave; electricity arrived in 1884 and so we begin our visit aboard the cave train! The electric lighting allows you to admire 

the size and splendour of the underground world on an amazing 4 km ride. We will also see a collection of different cave-dwelling creatures including 

the “Human Fish”, a kind of Salamander. Later we return by train to Ljubljana for an evening of leisure.

Overnight: Best Western Premier Hotel Slon, Ljubljana (B)

Day 4 • Wednesday 13 September: LJLUBJANA - DOBOVA - BIZELJSKEM - LJUBLJANA

Another superbly scenic railway journey today as we head east along the Sava River valley to Dobova, which is near the border with Croatia. We alight 

here and take our road coach to the nearby wine cellars of Najger’s Repnice. Repnice are caves, dug in the flint stone which was washed up by the 
Pannonian Sea millions of years ago. They got their name after turnips because the locals stored turnips and other vegetable produce in them. At the 

top of the Graben valley, Jozica and Martin Najger open for us their remarkable Repnice, dug by Martin’s great-grandfather in the 19th century. We 

have a wine tasting and some savoury specialties in the main room of the cave and see one of the other dugout rooms where the wine is aged. After 

this, we go for a very special late lunch served on a nearby farm. We then return by rail to Ljubljana. Your last evening in Ljubljana is yours to enjoy the 

delights of this charming city.

Overnight: Best Western Premier Hotel Slon, Ljubljana (B, L)

Day 5 • Thursday 14 September: LJLUBJANA - LAKE BOHINJ - BLED

Today we take the train to Bohinjska Bistrica, passing Lake Bled, where we return to spend the next 5 nights. At Bohinjska Bistrica we will be met by 

our coach for our visit to Lake Bohinj and the Vogel cable car. The cable car travels 1,535m above sea level to a winter ski resort where you will have the 

most spectacular views (weather permitting). As we travel in the cable car you can see Lake Bohinj and the surrounding mountains. Before we return 

to our coach for our transfer to Bled, there will be time for a light lunch here. Bled is over a thousand years old and is by far the country’s most popular 

tourist destination because of the fairy tale lake and island, dramatically sited castle, and high mountains. Lake Bled is extremely picturesque with its 

small island in the middle of the lake where many people travel by boat to get married.

Overnight: Hotel Lovec, Bled (B)

Steam train along the Soca Valley, Slovenia



Day 6 • Friday 15 September: BLED

The whole day is yours to explore the setting and atmosphere of Bled. There’s plenty of time to walk around the lake, visit the castle, ride the ski lift, 

take a horse-drawn coach, enjoy some shopping, take a spa or just relax and enjoy our visit to Bled.

Overnight: Hotel Lovec, Bled (B)

Day 7 • Saturday 16 September:  BLED - BOHINJ RAILWAY - BLED

This morning we have a transfer to the railway station for our rail journey by steam train complete with restored vintage carriages. During our two-hour 

ride along the historic Bohinj Railway, we will be accompanied by knowledgeable Bohinj Railway staff who reveal the history and stories of this unique 

line. We follow the river Sava Bohinjka’ through stunning scenery through the six-kilometre-long railway tunnel at Bohinjska Bistrica alighting at Kanal 

near the Italian border. Here we take a coach and drive alongside the river Soča to the wine-growing region known as Goriška Brda. At the village of 
Gonjače, you can climb to a 23-metre-high belvedere tower for marvellous views over the region. We have lunch at Dobrovo and visit the largest wine 
cellar in the region to taste and purchase some of the prominent wines of the Goriška Brda region before our steam train takes us back to Bled.

Overnight: Hotel Lovec, Bled (B, L)

Day 8 • Sunday 17 September:  BLED - VINTGAR GORGE - RADOVLJICA - BLED 

This morning we will have a transfer to the Vintgar Gorge where we take a walk to soak up the atmosphere of another world. We see crystal clear 

waters, lots of different river fish, a waterfall and for some of us the most important, we will walk under the stone railway bridge that we travelled along 
only yesterday. Don’t forget your cameras and comfortable shoes. After our walk, we transfer to the little town of Radovljica which is upon a seventy-

five-metre-high outcrop above the River Sava. Here we have time for lunch, a visit to a most unusual museum (of gingerbread), and a guided (short 
walk) through the streets of Gothic and Renaissance architecture. We then return to Lake Bled for a short visit, via a boat called a ‘Pletna’, to the little 

island in the lake dominated by its iconic ancient church, the Assumption of Maria.

Overnight: Hotel Lovec, Bled (B, L)

Day 9 • Monday 18 September: BLED - MOST NA SOCI - BLED

Today we take the local train to Most na Soci for our first visit. Located on a rocky crest above the confluence of the Soca (once again you will be 
amazed by the beautiful colour of the river) and Idrijca rivers. Due to the nearby Doblar Hydro Plant, the basins of the rivers were entirely inundated 
and below the settlement a vast lake was formed which now attracts both fishermen and visitors. We will go on a two-hour cruise on the river. Time to 
relax, have lunch, and enjoy the views from the boat. Mid-afternoon return by rail to Bled.

Overnight: Hotel Lovec, Bled (B, L)

Day 10 • Tuesday 19 September: DEPART 

Today we say farewell. Following breakfast this morning, we check out and transfer to Ljubljana airport for flights home or onward to other travels.  (B)



Slovenia Steam Train over Soca River

WHAT’S INCLUDED

• 9 Nights’ accommodation in quality en-suite 

accommodation 

• Breakfast daily, meals as outlined in the itinerary 

• Comprehensive sightseeing with an English-speaking 

guide and colleagues 

• All travel and excursions as outlined in the itinerary

• Services of our tour manager  

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE

• Flights 

• Airport transfers on arrival 

• Meals and services not mentioned in the itinerary 

• All other personal expenses, such as drinks, phone calls, 

laundry services, and camera fees where applicable 

• Excursions listed as optional and extra in the itinerary 

• Tipping and gratuities  

FITNESS RATING

                   Two ‘Locos’

The most common grading for our tours. Two loco 

itineraries offer many activities that require a little extra 

fitness – walking on uneven ground, climbing hills to 
enter towns or historic sites, walks of 1-3 kilometres as 

well as getting on and off transport. You need to have 

good mobility and aerobic fitness and be able to manage 
your own luggage.

Ljubljana Castle

Ljubljana



SUGGESTED FLIGHTS 
We have suggested flights for this itinerary depending on your 
departure point from Australia, any preferred stopovers en-
route and/or your planned pre- and post-tour activities. We can 
also investigate your preferred airline and offer you a solution 
based on connection times and prices. Contact 1300 800 977 to 
discuss your options. 
 
HOW TO BOOK
Download a booking form from our website and follow the easy steps 
to getting on board. Alternatively, contact us on 1300 800 977 or 
info@railwayadventures.com if you’d prefer a form be sent to 
you. Complete the form and submit it, along with your $1000 pp 
deposit to secure your place on the tour. 
 
DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at the 
time of printing.  However, sometimes factors beyond our control 
may affect the final inclusions and prices. These factors may 
include, but not be limited to; significant fluctuations in currency 
exchange rates, individual hotel/restaurant decisions that may 
affect bookings; weather events forcing a change of itinerary; 
unexpected trackwork on rail lines, unexpected closure of site 
attractions and so forth. Therefore, items mentioned in the 
brochure such as quoted prices, hotels and inclusions are subject 
to change. If a change is imposed on us, we will endeavour to 
ensure the substitute is of the same quality that you’ve paid for. 

TOUR PACE / LEVEL OF FITNESS:
Our itineraries are designed to make the most of each destination, 
so a reasonable amount of activity is built into most days, which 
is why we call them adventures. Our philosophy is to offer you 
the best experience possible, while leaving you, our guest, the 
flexibility to pace yourself and choose how much or how little you 
want to do. Each Railway Adventures tour incorporates periods 
of free time for your own exploration and relaxation.

While you don’t need to be a ‘gym junky’, a reasonable level 
of fitness is required for most of our tours. The ability to 
manage your own luggage, get on and off all manner of trains 
and coaches, walk for extended periods, stand comfortably, 
and climb steps and stairs will ensure you get the maximum 
enjoyment from your adventure.  

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
In addition to assisting with flight suggestions and bookings, we 
can also give you some ideas of what you could do before and 
after your Railway Adventure.  

We can also organise your all-important Travel Insurance for you. 
Call our office on 1300 800 977 if you would like to discuss options.
  
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
For more information on factors such as travel insurance 
requirements, fitness levels, fees and charges, tour cancellations, 
payment schedules and so on, please refer to our Terms and 
Conditions, which accompany the booking form. They can also 
be found on our website.

Best Western Premier Hotel Slon, Ljubljana

SOME PLACES YOU’LL STAY

Hand-picked hotels and resorts based on location, 
customer feedback, value and atmosphere.

Please Note: Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted.

PRICE

Per person twin share .................................. $3,180

Single supplement ......................................... $680

Deposit (per person) ......... $1000 at time of booking

Final payment due by .......................... 12 July 2023     

Tour Code: 2309SLO

Hotel Lovec, Bled

Lake Bled



Travel Accredited Lic #A14416 Your travel agent

Ljubljana, Slovenia

1300 800 977
railwayadventures.com

THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
Railway Adventures was launched in 2012 by well-known Australian TV personality and self-confessed rail fan, Scott 
McGregor. A lifelong passion for travel has taken Scott to scores of countries and his preference for rail has seen him 
exploring many of the world’s great train journeys, confirming his belief that the most relaxing, romantic, and engaging 
way to see a country is by rail.  He even has his own life-sized, fully restored opulent train accommodation atop the Great 
Dividing Range near Mudgee, offering guests a rare and special bush retreat experience. 
 
Since 2012 Railway Adventures has thrilled and delighted more than 1200 travellers on over 100 tours from Sweden to 
Sri Lanka, Tasmania to Transylvania, Britain to Burma, Venice to Vietnam, and all manner of shorter adventures in our 
own wonderful country.  Scott’s numerous rail-themed TV documentaries, his ongoing involvement in rail heritage, and 
his extensive connections with private train owners around the world, guarantee that every Railway Adventures tour is 
exclusive, entertaining, and authentic. 29 November 2022.

MEET OUR TRAVEL PARTNER
“PTG tours: unique holidays since 1998”- PTG Tours have an unrivalled reputation as one of the world’s leading companies 
offering rail-based holidays full of Culture and Heritage. Their customers travel with them time and time again, knowing 
that they will have a “holiday of a lifetime” every time. For a number of years now Railway Adventures has partnered with PTG 
tours on successful tours to Cuba, Alaska and Southern France. 2023 will see Railway Adventures and PTG expanding their 
collaboration with several new destinations including Portugal, a repeat of the popular Southern France tour and now this 
revealing and amazing adventure to Slovenia.


