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INTRODUCTION 

Mists rolling over cavernous Glens and Lochs, woolly 

mountain cattle grazing on rocky hillsides, castles of 

fame and tragedy towering over their surroundings, 

fireside whisky in warm pubs, and the haunting sounds 
of bagpipes drifting on the breeze. Scotland is at once 
romantic, wild, majestic, and characterised by those 
enterprising and fiercely independent people that 
Winston Churchill famously declared, “Of all the small 

nations of this earth, perhaps only the ancient Greeks 
surpass the Scots in their contribution to mankind.” 
Some of the most spectacular scenery and the UK’s 
highest mountains are to be found in Scotland, extending 
from the English borders, up through the Lowlands and 
the Highlands, to the Orkney and Shetland Islands. 

We’ll stay in quality accommodation, travelling as much 
as possible by the local trains through wild areas and 
viewing the Highland scenery at a time of year Billy 

Connolly humorously describes... “There are two seasons 
in Scotland. June and winter.”

Join us on a tour of Scotland’s most scenic railways, from 
Inverness, the capital of the Highlands to Glasgow and 
the River Clyde. Heading north, east, and west from the 
railway hub of the city, you will ride on a heritage train, 
be hauled by two steam engines, and cross the “Harry 
Potter” viaduct as you traverse the famous West Highland 
line. There will be wonderful scenery and engineering 
marvels to admire. There will be a visit to Dunrobin 
castle, Scotland’s French chateau, a trip over the bridge 
to Skye, a visit to the iconic Eilean Donan Castle, a couple 
of nights spent in Oban on the West Coast, and we will 
end the tour with a trip “doon the watter”, taking the ferry 
from Wemyss Bay across the Clyde to the Island of Bute.

HIGHLIGHTS

• Scenic railways: West Highland Line, Oban line, Kyle 
Line, Highland Main Line, Far North Line

• Ride the famous Jacobite Steam train
• Cross the Glenfinnan Viaduct made famous by the 

Harry Potter films
• Enjoy lunch onboard a steam train on the Strathspey 

Railway

• Experience all manner of ScotRail trains and coach 
connections 

• Visit Dunrobin Castle, Scotland’s French Chateau, 
and the iconic Eilean Donan Castle

• Ferry across the Clyde to the Island of Bute 
• Tours to whisky distilleries, and special Scottish-

themed dinners

• Railway Museums and Scottish themed dinners

MEET YOUR TOUR LEADER

Anne Brown   

As a former teacher, and please do not hold that against 
her, Anne has been using her retirement to expand her 
travel knowledge, primarily in Europe but also around 
the world. She loves travelling by rail and so far, has 
experienced the Rocky Mountaineer in Canada, the Ghan, 
the Indian - Pacific, the Overland, and the Queensland in 
Australia, the Orient Express from London to Venice, the 
Al-Andalus in Spain, the Eastern Orient Express in Malaysia 
and the TranzAlpine in New Zealand - not to mention the 
scenic rail routes in Scotland. She became a Tour Leader 
by accident but rather enjoys her second career. She 
looks forward to meeting new people and showing them 
her homeland.

Eilean Donan Castle

Pont Du Gard

Dunrobin Castle



Jacobite Steam Train from Fort William 

to Mallaig

1st generation DMU on the Keith & 

Dufftown Railway

Steam train on the Strathspey Railway

TOUR MAP

SOME WAYS YOU’LL TRAVEL

The best train trips possible, private luxury coach for off-train travel, guided walking where suitable, and other appropriate and appealing 
options to make exploration easy.

Kyle of Lochalsh

Aviemore

Broomhill

Keith

Dufftown

Wick

Oban

Mallaig Fort Augustus

Loch Ness

Skye

Inverness

Fort William

3

2

Glasgow
Rothesay

Wemyss

Bay

5

Train Coach Boatn Nights at the Hotel

WHY TRAVEL WITH US

The joy of travel is not confined to the 
destination. How you travel is a large and rich 
part of the experience. Railway Adventures 
offers a truly unique perspective on some of 
the world’s most spectacular destinations, 
with the confidence that the journey will be 
just as magical and memorable as what is 
discovered at the end of the line.
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Day 1 • Thursday 1 June: INVERNESS 

This evening we will meet for our welcome dinner in a local restaurant, a short walk from the hotel.
Overnight Pentahotel, Inverness (D) 

Day 2 • Friday 2 June: INVERNESS - KEITH - DUFFTOWN - INVERNESS 

Today we take the train from Inverness to Keith, on the main line to Aberdeen, to ride on the heritage train from Keith to Dufftown. We arrive at Keith 
station and either walk, or take a taxi, to Keith Town station where we catch the train. There were many branch lines in the area at one time, but these 
have all been closed except for this one to Dufftown. We will have lunch in the quirkiest restaurant, comprising two railway carriages, and called the 
Sidings - very appropriate. After a walk-through of Keith Old Town, we will end the day in the Strathisla Distillery concocting our own blend of Scotch 
whisky before taking the return train to Inverness. We will have dinner in the hotel.
Overnight Pentahotel, Inverness (B, L, D) 

Day 3 • Saturday 3 June: INVERNESS – WICK - INVERNESS 

It’s an early start today as we catch the early train to Thurso and Wick (should you wish to ride the line, rather than visit Dunrobin Castle, that can be 
arranged) although we will alight at the private halt for Dunrobin Castle. It is a short walk to this splendid palace which is known as “the only French 
Chateau” in Scotland and is the family seat of the Earl of Sutherland. After the self-guided tour, there is a falconry display, a cafe for lunch, and 
wonderful gardens, modelled on the same lines as Versailles, to explore. We will return to Inverness by the mid-afternoon train. Dinner is in the hotel.
Overnight Pentahotel, Inverness (B, D) 

Day 4 • Sunday 4 June: INVERNESS – AVIEMORE - BOAT OF GARTEN – BROOMHILL - INVERNESS

This is the first of our days being hauled by a steam engine when we head out to Aviemore, which was originally developed for the skiing fraternity, 
but is now an all-year-round resort, in beautiful countryside, featuring mountain hikes, nature walks, cycling, pony trekking, and many other outdoor 
pursuits. It is also the home of the Strathspey Railway, another line rescued for posterity. Not only will we be behind a steam engine, but we will have 
a light lunch served to us as we travel along the original Highland line from Aviemore to Broomhill via Boat of Garten and back. There will be time to 
explore the town both before and after the steam train journey. From Aviemore, we return on the main line to Inverness. Dinner is in the hotel.
Overnight Pentahotel, Inverness (B, L, D) 

Day 5 • Monday 5 June: INVERNESS – KYLE OF LOCHALSH - INVERNESS

Today we travel across Scotland as we head northeast to Kyle of Lochalsh - one of Scotland’s most scenic railways - through the largely unspoiled and 
uninhabited wild countryside. As we approach the west coast, we by-pass the village of Plockton, the setting for TV’s “Hamish Macbeth”, and arrive 
in Kyle from where the ferry used to run “over the sea to Skye” - nowadays we have the bridge. During our time here we will visit Eilean Donan castle, 
built on a tiny island, probably to repel Viking invaders, at the confluence of three sea lochs and used defensively till its destruction in 1719. It was 
extensively restored to its original plan between 1911 and 1932. We will have lunch and spend some time on the island of Skye, where “Bonnie Prince 
Charlie” fled after the defeat at Culloden. Dinner will be in the hotel on our return to Inverness.
Overnight Pentahotel, Inverness (B, L, D) 

Day 6 • Tuesday 6 June: INVERNESS - OBAN

We leave Inverness this morning by coach and transfer to Oban via Loch Ness, Fort Augustus, where there is a flight of locks on the Caledonian Canal, 
and Spean Bridge from where we will take the train to Oban, changing at Crianlarich, thus completing another part of the West Highland Line. Those 
who wish to travel on by coach will be free to do so but please let us know your preference when you book. Oban, Gaelic for “small bay”, is a seaside 
town on the west coast Firth of Lorne with the iconic Mccaig’s Tower, a “Folly”, built between 1879 and 1902 by a wealthy local banker to give work to 
local stonemasons during winter, thus retaining their presence and skills in the town, and to be a lasting memorial to his family. Sadly, he died, and with 
him, the finance, before his elaborate plan was fully realised. However it now makes for a wonderful viewing point for the Atlantic islands of Lismore, 
Mull and Kerrera - and a good walking exercise to boot. Oban has its own distillery, is a major ferry port for the Outer Isles, was the home of WW2 flying 
boats, was a vital base in the Battle of the Atlantic as well as a trans-Atlantic communications point during WW2 and the subsequent Cold War. There 
is a small museum dedicated to war and peace, interesting architecture, and the best shoe shop in Argyll!!! Dinner will be in the hotel tonight.
Overnight Columba Hotel, Oban (B, D) 

Day 7 • Wednesday 7 June: OBAN – FORT WILLIAM – MALLAIG – OBAN  

Today we travel by coach to Fort William, gateway to the Road to the Isles, which is at the foot of Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in the UK, where 
- depending on your direction of travel - the long-distance walking route, the West Highland Way, to Milngavie begins/ends, the Great Glen Way, a 
walking or cycling road, to Inverness begins/ends and the Caledonian Canal begins/ends with the set of locks called Neptune’s Staircase. It is a centre 
for skiing, climbing, mountain biking, and, most importantly for us, the home of the Jacobite Steam train on which we will travel to Mallaig, a former 
herring port. Transporting fresh fish to Glasgow is one of the reasons the West Highland Line was constructed, though now it is not only a fantastic 
tourist railway through superb scenery, but also still a commercial railway. It is an engineering marvel, using concrete for bridges and viaducts, the 
most famous is the Glenfinnan Viaduct featured in “Harry Potter”, building sea walls where required and constructing several tunnels. We traverse 
a swing bridge across the canal, pass historic landmarks like the Glenfinnan monument where “Bonnie Prince Charlie” raised his standard in 1745, 
admire beautiful beaches at Arisaig, and Loch Morar, one of the deepest in Scotland reputed to have its own monster to rival “Nessie”. Many film and 
TV companies have used this area as the backdrop to their tales - from “Trainspotting” to “Outlander” and many others. You will have some time in 
Mallaig, now a ferry terminal, from where you may see another view of Skye! There are many scenic sights you only see from the train, and it really is a 
highlight of the whole trip. On our return to Oban, we will have dinner in the hotel.
Overnight Columba Hotel, Oban (B, D) 

Day 8 • Thursday 8 June: OBAN - GLASGOW

After a leisurely morning in Oban, we take the mid-day train to Glasgow to complete our journey on the West Highland Line. We will re-trace the line 
to Crianlarich where we either change trains or are added to the Fort William section and travel south, where railways should not go, by-passing Loch 
Lomond, Loch Long, Loch Fyne, and Gareloch where you might catch a glimpse of the submarine base at Faslane, before following the River Clyde on 
our way to Glasgow. Our hotel is next door to Queen Street station where dinner is tonight.
Overnight Carlton George Hotel, Glasgow (B, D)



Day 9 • Friday 9 June: GLASGOW 

It is time to explore Glasgow, the largest city in Scotland. We have on offer a walking tour of Glasgow and a tour of Hidden Central station, which can be 
reversed so you can do both, followed by the rest of the day using the excellent sightseeing hop-on-hop-off bus taking you to the Riverside Museum 
(all things transport), Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, the People’s Palace, the Cathedral and giving you an overview of the city and its superb 
architecture. There are many eateries for lunch, whenever you require sustenance. However, if you wish to do something different, you might visit 
the Burrell Museum and Pollok House in Pollok Park on the south side of the city or go to Bellahouston Park to visit “House for an Art Lover” - a Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh masterpiece built, between 1989 and 1996 following his 1901 plans, as a tribute to him - again if you do not want to do the walking 
and station tours or the sightseeing bus, please let us know when booking. Dinner this evening is in the hotel.
Overnight Carlton George Hotel, Glasgow (B, D)

Day 10 • Saturday 10 June: GLASGOW - WEMYSS BAY - ROTHESAY - GLASGOW 

Today we go “doon the watter” as Glaswegians would say during the Glasgow Fair when workers and their families could escape the city for the 
seaside resorts on the River Clyde - rich merchants would send their families to the likes of Largs, Ayr, Dunoon, and Rothesay for the entire 
summer and join them at weekends. We will take the train to Wemyss Bay - a spectacular Victorian station where the platform curves around to 
the ferry terminal - and sail across the Clyde to Rothesay. We will be transferred to Mount Stuart, the ancestral home of the Marquis of Bute. This 
19th-century building is fascinating as well as striking - being the first house in Scotland to have both electricity and an indoor heated swimming 
pool! During WW1 it was used as a convalescence hospital for the navy, given its proximity to Glasgow and its peaceful surroundings in extensive 
grounds, After the tour, you can have lunch in the cafe and explore the gardens. While at the ferry terminal, I would recommend the gentlemen 
make use of the Victorian facilities - they are delightful - and report back to the rest of us! Dinner is in the hotel.
Overnight Carlton George Hotel, Glasgow (B, D)

Day 11 • Sunday 11 June: DEPARTURE

Sadly, all good things must come to an end, and it is time for you to leave the tour. There is an excellent bus connection to the airport from Buchanan 
Bus station, not far from the hotel, and the main railway stations are easily accessible on foot. 

Glenfinnan Viaduct



Isle of Sky

Loch Ness

WHAT’S INCLUDED

• 10 nights’ accommodation in comfortable, centrally 
located hotels 

• Breakfast daily, 3 Lunches & all Dinners.  
• Luxury chartered coach
• Comprehensive sightseeing with expert local guides 
• All excursions and entrance fees to attractions, as 

listed in the itinerary 

WHAT WE DON’T INCLUDE

• International flights
• Airport transfers on arrival and departure 
• Meals and services not mentioned in the itinerary

• All other personal expenses such as drinks, phone 
calls, laundry services, camera fees where applicable 

• Excursions listed as optional and extra in the brochure  

FITNESS RATING

                  Two  ‘Locos’

This trip will have a bit of walking, including around 200 
metres with your luggage in Oban between the hotel and 
the station and just over a kilometre between the two 
stations in Keith. There is also a walking tour in Glasgow.

Inverness



SUGGESTED FLIGHTS 
We have suggested flights for this itinerary depending on your 
departure point from Australia, any preferred stopovers en-
route and/or your planned pre- and post-tour activities. We can 
also investigate your preferred airline and offer you a solution 
based on connection times and prices. Contact 1300 800 977 to 
discuss your options. 
 

HOW TO BOOK
Download a booking form from our website and follow the easy steps 
to getting on board. Alternatively, contact us on 1300 800 977 or 
info@railwayadventures.com if you’d prefer a form be sent to 
you. Complete the form and submit it, along with your $1000 pp 
deposit to secure your place on the tour. 
 

DETAILS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
We endeavour to have all the details of our tours correct at the 

time of printing.  However, sometimes factors beyond our control 
may affect the final inclusions and prices. These factors may 
include, but not be limited to; significant fluctuations in currency 
exchange rates, individual hotel/restaurant decisions that may 
affect bookings; weather events forcing a change of itinerary; 
unexpected trackwork on rail lines, unexpected closure of site 
attractions and so forth. Therefore, items mentioned in the 
brochure such as quoted prices, hotels and inclusions are subject 
to change. If a change is imposed on us, we will endeavour to 
ensure the substitute is of the same quality that you’ve paid for. 

TOUR PACE / LEVEL OF FITNESS:
Our itineraries are designed to make the most of each destination, 

so a reasonable amount of activity is built into most days, which 
is why we call them adventures. Our philosophy is to offer you 
the best experience possible, while leaving you, our guest, the 
flexibility to pace yourself and choose how much or how little you 
want to do. Each Railway Adventures tour incorporates periods 
of free time for your own exploration and relaxation.

While you don’t need to be a ‘gym junky’, a reasonable level 
of fitness is required for most of our tours. The ability to 
manage your own luggage, get on and off all manner of trains 

and coaches, walk for extended periods, stand comfortably, 
and climb steps and stairs will ensure you get the maximum 
enjoyment from your adventure.  

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
In addition to assisting with flight suggestions and bookings, we 
can also give you some ideas of what you could do before and 
after your Railway Adventure.  
We can also organise your all-important Travel Insurance for you. 
Call our office on 1300 800 977 if you would like to discuss options.
  

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
For more information on factors such as travel insurance 
requirements, fitness levels, fees and charges, tour cancellations, 
payment schedules and so on, please refer to our Terms and 
Conditions, which accompany the booking form. They can also 
be found on our website.

Pentahotel, Inverness

Columba Hotel, Oban

Carlton George Hotel, Glasgow

SOME PLACES YOU’LL STAY

Hand-picked hotels and resorts based on location, 
customer feedback, value and atmosphere.

Please Note: Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted.

PRICE

Per person twin share ................................. $3,690

Single supplement .......................................$1,480

Deposit (per person) ......... $1000 at time of booking

Final payment due by ......................... 17 April 2023

Tour Code: 2306SCO



Oban

1300 800 977
railwayadventures.com

Travel Accredited Lic #A14416 Your travel agent

THE RAILWAY ADVENTURES STORY
Railway Adventures was launched in 2012 by well-known Australian TV personality and self-confessed rail fan, Scott McGregor. 
A lifelong passion for travel has taken Scott to scores of countries and his preference for rail has seen him exploring many of 
the world’s great train journeys, confirming his belief that the most relaxing, romantic and engaging way to see a country is by 
rail.  He even has his own life-sized, fully-restored opulent train accommodation atop the Great Dividing Range near Mudgee, 
offering guests a rare and special bush retreat experience. You can obtain more information about this unique guest house at 
WWW.STAYINATRAIN.COM

Since 2012 Railway Adventures has thrilled and delighted more than 1500 travellers on over 120 tours from Sweden to 
Sri Lanka, Tasmania to Transylvania, Britain to Burma, Venice to Vietnam and all manner of shorter adventures in our own 
wonderful country.  Scott’s numerous rail-themed TV documentaries, his ongoing involvement in rail heritage and his 
extensive connections with private train owners around the world, guarantee that every Railway Adventures tour is exclusive, 
entertaining and authentic. 19 December 2022.

MEET OUR TRAVEL PARTNERS
“PTG tours: unique holidays since 1998” - PTG Tours has an unrivalled reputation as one of the world’s leading companies 
offering rail-based holidays full of Culture and Heritage. Their customers travel with them repeatedly, knowing they will 
have a “holiday of a lifetime” every time. For a number of years now Railway Adventures has partnered with PTG tours 
on very successful tours to Cuba, Alaska and Southern France. 2023 will see Railway Adventures and PTG expanding 
their collaboration with several new destinations including Sardinia and Corsica, Slovenia as well as this fabulous rail 
adventure to Scotland.


